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Corporate political action committees gave $424;299 
to Rep. Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) in the two-year election 
cycle ending with his ascension as House speakeijpBie 
record for this Congress and one that reflects an aim- 
ing surge in giving by businesses with political agericls 
on Capitol Hill, according to a study issued yesterday* 
The study by Citizen Action, a national advo&ijy 
group, said corporate PACs gave $76 million tojjill 
members of the House and Senate from January 1993 
through November 1994, when the Repubhcan^ae- 
gained control of Congress for the first time in |o 
years. • 

Of that total, $21 million went to GOP members serv- 
ing today in the House, where Gingrich had called pn 
PAC support to win a Republican majority and secure 
passage of the “Contract With America,” said Michael 
Podhorzer, Citizen Action’s campaign director. i 
“Basically, Speaker Gingrich made the sell to them 
that they would be better off focusing on Republican can- 
didates who would be 100 percent behind their agenda,” 
Podhorzer said. • ’ 

He said the appeal by the speaker-to-be worked. Fgji- 
eral Election Commission records, the basis for Gtizin 
Action’s report, show that in the waning days of the fall 
campaign. Democratic candidates for Congress saw tiSlir 
handsome lead in PAC contributions fade. ""T' 

After many years of PACs and business interests say- 
ing, ‘We’ve got to hedge our bets and give to Democrats’ 

. . . they were willing to make the leap with Gingrich and 
say, ‘Okay, let’s go for a Republican House,’ ” Podhorzer 
said. “This is a contract with contributors, not a contract 
with constituents.” 

Tony Blankley, Gjngrich’s press secretary, said. Citi- 
zen Action was “a Democratic auxiliary trying to spin ^ie 
bad news that the Democrats aren’t as popular astfifey 
used to be. Sounds like sour grapes.” ’• 

Josh Goldstein, a money and politics analyst at'-the 
nonpartisan Center for Responsive Politics, offered aa- 
other view of the PAC contributions to Republicans: 
“No one thought they [the GOP] were taking over- 
very few people, anyway. What we saw at the endSpf 
the campaign, was giving to candidates who looked life 
winners in close races, and those were Republicans'in 
many cases.” <" 

Goldstein contrasted the money in the 1993-94 cygle 
with that of 1991-92, when there was a sharp increase 
in PAC giving. In 1992, the average cost of capturing a 
House seat was $543,000, up from $407,000 in 1990. 
Last fah, the average dipped to $520,000, because* of 
fewer open seats and less spending by incumbents-. - f 
Citizen Action found considerable PAC donations to 
Democrats too. The second-place finisher behind Gin- 
grich was then-Majority Leader Richard A. Gephardt 
(D-Mo.), with $406,804. 


